
 
 
‘Putting People First’
Social care concordat: a bridge over troubled water?
 
The new concordat between the Department of Health (DH), Local Government Association (LGA) and the Association of Directors of Social Services, worth £500 million and signed by six Cabinet Ministers, marks a concerted effort to collectively drive improvements in supporting older and disabled people says the Our Lives Our Choices coalition campaigning for rights to – and investment in – independent living for disabled people. It also demonstrates the need for joined-up working at national and local level and a clearer indication of the increasing importance of care services.
 
However, it offers no means for individual redress for disabled and older people currently denied support by a system which now only provides services to people with the most critical needs. 
 
Concordat represents bridge over troubled water
OLOC supports attempts to ensure disabled and older people and their families are put first in the system to deliver better services. 
 
Adult care services are currently in crisis, with the vast majority of local authorities only providing support to people with the most critical needs. Many older and disabled people get no support at all; and others are left totally dependent on informal carers. The 6 million UK carers often experience poor health, limited work opportunities and poverty as a result. 
 
Adult services are in more than troubled waters. Demographic change generating increased service demands and increased public expectations have meant – and will continue to mean – that services fall well short. Reform and improvement are essential to ensure services are fit for the 21st century. 
 
We welcome the additional funding of half a billion announced by the Government today.  There has, to date, been a gulf between national rhetoric on individualisation and personalisation and local experience of services being reduced or withdrawn altogether.  If today’s announcement leads to a genuine change on the frontline OLOC will be pleased.
 
But today’s announcement may not deliver quickly enough and offers no means to hold local authorities to account for failing to maintain people’s independence, choice and control. 
 
Today’s announcement will undoubtedly lead to some local authorities delivering better services, which we welcome. But the longer-term reform requires sustained investment above the 1% increase for the next three years announced in the Comprehensive Spending Review. The Wanless report, the Joseph Rowntree Foundation and Directors of Adult Social Services have all indicated a need of between £2-3 billion to achieve the goals Government have set and to meet the needs of older and disabled people and carers. 
 
The Government will, in 2008, be announcing its adult care service reform green paper. OLOC will be fully engaged in care reform. OLOC was formed to campaign for the Independent Living Bill. If the Government supported this private Bill the concordat and green paper would not be required. 
 
Alan Johnson, the Secretary of State for Health spoke strongly on the right to self-determination at today’s launch. This is very welcome to disabled and older people. But Lord Ashley of Stoke’s Private Member’s Bill would require this right to be delivered more quickly and more accountably. 
 
Liz Sayce, Chief Executive of RADAR, said “This concordat demonstrates cross-department agreement to transform adult social care, which is currently in crisis. We welcome the roll out of individual budgets and the £520 million committed and will be asking the Government about their timetable. We are also keen to examine who will be accountable for distributing the new funds at the local level. 
 
We  also believe that Government must introduce national minimum standards of care in order to ensure that no-one goes without the support they need to live independently . With independent living eveyone benefits - individual disabled and older people, their families and the economy”. 
 
 
 
Notes for editors:
· The Independent Living Bill has been re-tabled in the House of Lords by Lord Ashley and receives its Second Reading on 14th December.
· The Our Lives Our Choices coalition and campaign is supported by a range of organisations across the equality strands. 
 

