‘Our Lives, Our Choices’ Lobby of Parliament
Review and Next Steps 
On 17th October disabled people, older people and carers from across Great Britain descended on Parliament to lobby MPs to support the ‘Disabled Persons (Independent Living) Bill’. The Bill would help address, in particular, the current crisis in adult social care services. 
The lobby was very timely as the Government announced on 9th October that adult care services will receive a real terms increase of just 1% in the next financial year – despite increasing demands for services, rising service costs and ever-tightening eligibility criteria. This will make the crisis worse. 
Over 200 people attended the lobby. Some Westminster staff estimated that there were around 500 people in Westminster Hall. Despite the age and extremely busy nature of Parliament, the lobby was very accessible, inclusive and well-organised by House staff and the coalition members. 
We believe over 50 MPs either attended the lobby in person, received constituents in their parliamentary offices to discuss the Bill and Independent Living more generally, or ensured their staff saw lobbyists. This was an effective way to ensure personal information/experiences about the impact of the current crisis reached MPs directly. 

We were very pleased so many CILs could be there and are happy to work with individuals and CILs directly to follow up any commitments MPs made – just let us know! We are keen to hear of both potential opportunities to work with supportive MPs and to challenge MPs who do not (yet) support the campaign and Bill.
We were very pleased that the Secretary of State for Health, the Rt Hon Alan Johnson MP, attended the lobby as it is his department with overall responsibility for care services. He met with the Hull based Choices and Rights Disability Coalition. Mark Baggley, Chair of Choices and Rights outlined one issue in Hull as being people in residential care not knowing of alternative forms of support such as Direct Payments. 

Mark also stressed for Centres for Independent Living to be established across the country and for people to be made more aware of rights under the Disability Discrimination Act.
Alan Johnson stated that the Government supports the principles of the Independent Living Bill. This is very positive. The Government did not oppose the Bill when it was debated in the House of Lords. But the Secretary of State emphasised the Government didn’t support the full Bill which he said was too big – and expensive to implement all at once. NCIL and other Bill supporters also believe a staggered process of implementation would make reform easier to manage for all stakeholders.

The Bill would impact primarily on the Department of Health but the Treasury is seen as a large obstacle as it controls expenditure and accords no value to adult care services. The full care equation is not measured by the Treasury; only outlay. 

NCIL believes that adult social care designed to deliver quality, resourced and truly Independent Living services can contribute not just to better outcomes for service users, but also to overall savings to the state purse through lower benefit and pension demands, lower resource-intensive crisis treatment/support demands, lower healthcare needs and the increased economic participation of disabled people and carers.

Alan Johnson also suggested that current Government plans could partly deliver on some of the aims of the Independent Living Bill – emphasising the overall direction of travel of Government thinking. 
Roger Berry MP and Lord (Jack) Ashley gave powerful speeches as the Bill’s backers in the Commons and Lords respectively. A copy of the transcript from the speeches is available from NCIL.
Mike Smith, Acting Chair of NCIL and member of the Equality and Human Rights Commission Disability Committee spoke for the coalition members. His speech is also available from NCIL.
Thanks to everyone for your involvement and please do let us know if you met your MP – it is important for the next stages of trying to get the Bill made law! 
Below (in no particular order) is a list of the MPs we know either attended the lobby or who sent staff to meet constituents. 

MPs involved in the lobby:

Alan Johnson MP, Roger Berry, Diana Johnson, Malcolm Rifkind, Simon Hughes, Mark Lazarowicz, Peter de Oude, Anne Begg, Tony Wright, John Fitzpatrick, Steve Webb, John Austin, Anne Mates, Michael Fallon, David Mundell, Neil Gerrard, John McDonnell, Tony Baldry, Alan Whitehead, Clive Efford, Susan Kramer, Brian Binley, Andrew Slaughter, Neil Shipman, Keith Simpson, Sarah Teather, Ann Main, Joan Ryan, Greg Clark, Jessica Morden, Clive Betts, Jim Hood, Jim Cunningham, David Amess, David Mundell, Paul Rowen, Russell Brown, Ian Gibson, Barbara Keeley, Philip Hollobone, John MacDonald, Steve McCabe, Don Touhig, Andrew Robathan, John Austin, Mark Harper, Damian Green, Greg Hands.
What happens next?

Many lobbyists and supporters of the Independent Living Bill have been asking what has happened since 17th October. Because the Bill did not get enough time in the Commons on the 19th October it has ‘fallen’. This means that, after the Queen’s Speech, Roger Berry and Jack Ashley will be trying to get it re-tabled. In the Lords this is a simpler process as it controls its own agenda. In the Commons the Government has almost complete control of business. 

Very soon (15th November) the Private Members’ Bill ballot is held. The Our Lives, Our Choices coalition is lobbying hard to try and ensure that the Bill is supported by one of the MPs who get in the top 6 or 7 of this ballot. They are the MPs who will almost definitely get time to take their Bill through the necessary Commons stages. Roger Berry is working very hard to secure other MPs’ support for the Bill.
NCIL and OLOC will also be using the campaign, its supporters and the Bill in working with the Government as it develops its adult social care service reform Green Paper.

NCIL will be keeping its Our Lives, Our Choices and news pages online up to date to keep you posted on the campaign. Watch our website for the latest news. 
